ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OP  HEALTH  FOR  1942 . 


To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Council • 


Gent 1 omen, 


I hove  the  honour  to  submit  my  eleventh  Annuel  Report,  once 
more  in  condensed  form,  on  the  health  end  sanitary  condition  of 
your  district  in  1942, 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority , 

TaT  James  S.  Mather,  M,B»  Co.  3*  D.P.Tn  , Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

(b)  James  J,  P rsins . A.R.G.l,  Sanitary  Inspector* 

B o t h.  a r e p r r b~ 1 i me  o f f 1 cars.,, 

SECTION  A 

b'tatistTcs  and  Social  Condition  s of  the  Aye  a « 

Area  • • • * * o . ■»  . » • o « , * • • *4,591  acres* 

Registrar  General :s  estimate  of  resident  population 


mid  1942 5,573 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  end  of  1942  according  to 

Rate  Books.  1,523 

Rateable  value  *.  .....  £21,747 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate.  .......  £86. 


Throughout  the  year  the  calls  of  war  industry  continued  paramount* 
Long  horn’s,  arduous  travel,  exacting  adaptation  were  the  lot  of 
many.  Yet  despite  all  this,  as  in  the  country  generally,  the  public 
health  was  exceptionally  good.  The  death  rate,  if  it  may  be 
regarded  as  any  criterion,  was  the  lowest  ever  recorded  locally,. 


Vital  Strtie 

tics  for  the  year. 

Total 

M 

P 

Live  Births 

- Legitimate 

89 

52 

:37 

Illegitimate 

_6 

JL 

_J5 

Total 

95 

53 

42 

Birth  rate  per  "'000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  of  the 

district  ^ «.  , „ , . « 17.  0, 

Other  live  Birth  statistics;  introduced  for  the  purpose  of 
compar i son  with  ab ove t 

Total  M P 

Live  births  in  district  during  1941  76  40  36 

Live  Birth  rate  for  1941  » 13.6 

Average  Rate  for  the  previous  5 

years , ( 1937-1941 ).,  14, 4 


Still  Births. 


Total 

3 


M. 

2 


F 

1 


Rate  per  1000  total  (live  & still)  Births, 
Deaths. 


30. 


. Total  M P 

47  26  21 

Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  8*4 

Death-rate  for  district  in  1941 16.2 

Mean  death-rate  for  district  during  5 years ,1937-41.  1.2,1 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Puerperal  & P o s b - ab o r t i v e s ep s 1 s 
Other  maternal  causes* 


Deaths 


nil 

ft 


Death  rate 
ner  IQOo 

total  live  & still 
• births, 
nil. 


hjtal 


nil 


nil 


» 


( o ^ 


Death-rate  of  Infants  d rider, yyny  year  of  age : - 
All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  31 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  33 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,C00  Illegitimate'  ” nil 

Number  of  deatl  - of  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
In  district  in  r94l  78 

Mean  number  of  infertile  deaths  In  district  per  1,000 
live  births  for  5 yerrs..  (1937-1941.',  65 

Depths  from  cancer  (oil  ages)  3 

Deaths  from  Measles*  ( do*  ).  nil 

Death.'5  from.  Whooping  cough,  (all  ages).  ,f 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years  of  age),  11 


SECTION  B, 

General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

(a;  Laboratory  facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  submitted  to  Wigan  Infirmary 
3 Throat  swabs,  2 Blood  examinations 
Bacteriological  examinations  carried  out  at  Liverpool  City 
Laboratories i—  3 Milk  samples. 

(b ^ Ambulance  facilities 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  home 

(da  Clinics  and  treatment  centres, 

(o)  Hospitals. 


SUCTION 


© 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OP  THE  AREA . 
(1)  Water. 


Our1  water  resources  formerly  strained  have  been  eased  since 


August  29th,  1942,  by 
August  29th , 1942  and 


daily  contribution  from  Wigan.  Between 
October  24th, 1942;  50,000  gals  were  received 
daily  and  subsequently  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  25,000.  This 
fraction  has  transformed  our  position  from  one  of  bare  sufficiency 
to  a reasonable  adequacy.  Attempts  to  meet  the  deficiency  locally 
were  made  during  1942.  Two  possible  sources  of  supply  were 
investigated.  Both  were  failures,  one  condemned  by  the  analyst's 
report,  the  other  by  the  bacteriologists.  Herewith  the  reports. 

1.  Shale -hole,  Bisnhsm  Ha 11, 


Bacteriological . 

B a c ter la  per  jp  c« 
£X  '37^071  at  22gC. 

1 f more 

i than  300 


1 


B coll 


j Per  100  oc. 
0 


Total  co 1 if or m 
organisms  per 

100  CiC._ 

O' 


B 

Welch ii 


Chemical. 

Total  solids  in  solution  79  „ 6 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  15  mins. 

» » » ” ”3  hrs 

A mao  n i a . . , . . > . » . . « % .■ 

Albuminoid  Ammonia.  e,.,. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  , , , ....... 

,f  " Nitrates  r.  , « c ^ v 

Combined  Chlor  e * . , , 


0.009 

0.018 

0.009 

0.004 

0. 05 

nil 

4.9 


Opinion.  The  chemic  ■!  an 
hard;  it  cannot,  therefor 
use. 


lysis  indicates  that  this  water  is  very 
, be  regarded  as  satisfactory  for  domestic 


(3) 


11.  Pit-Shaft,  Btspham  Hr II, 

Chemical . 

Total  solids  in  solution.  74.8 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  15  mine.  0,041 

* " " ” in  3 hrs,  0.079 

Ammonia.  ..................  0.003 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ............  0.008 

Nitrogen  re  nitrates  ...........  0,01 

" " nitrites  . . . . plight  traoe 

Combined  Chlorine  3.3 

Alkalinity  54,6 

Total  hardness  (Total  Calcium  end 

Magnesium  Spit  by  titration).  9,4 

Sodium  Carbonate  47.9 


Opinion. 

The  chemical  analysis  indicates  that  this  water  ip  not  very 
herd  although  the  solid  matter  in  polution  ip  high*  Pofflium 
carbonate  being  the  principal  ingredient.  It  contains  pome  orgrnic 
matter  which  ie  chiefly  of  vegetable  origin.  The  water  hod  a plight 
turbidity  and  there  ore  indication?  thrt  a bacteriological 
examination  phould  be  mode® 


Brcteriol 

Ercterir 
at"  37°  C, 

on i cal. 
per  c.c, 
rt  22°  C. 

B Coli 
per  100  c.c. 

Totrl 

Colif orm 
organisms 
per  100  c.c. 

B Welchii 

1 

21  68 

13 

13 

5 

Class-  4 (Unsatisfactory ) • 

The  Whittle  Shaft  supply  continuep  op  our  mainstay  end 
contributed  almost  70/&  of  the  totrl  in  1942. 

The  v/r ter  wpf  tepted  on  February  I7tb,  1942,  rnd  the  high 
brcteriologicr l ptrndrrd  to  which  we  rre  now  po  rccuptomed  once 
more  r ever led. 

In  contrast,  the  Cob  Moor  supply  wrr-  once  rgrin  under  suspicion, 
emphrPizing  the  conrtrat  need  for  efficient  chlorinrtion  when  we 
rre  obliged  to  hove  recourre  to  it. 


Bacteria  per  c.c, 

rt  37°c.!  rt  22°c. 

1 

) 

B Coli 
per  100  cc, 

: 

Total 

coliforija 

organisms 

Class. 

Whittle  Shaft* 

0 

_ 0 

0 

0 

1 

Cob -moor  Pumping 
Station. 

0 

1 

4 

■ ■ 

5 I 

8 

3 

B Welchii  absent  from  both  ppecimenp, 
Clrpp  1 = Highly  Srtipfrctory,  Clrer  3 = Surpiciour. 


The  tote  If  rupplied  in  the  yerr  from  rll  rourcer  were  rr  follows 


Whittle  Shaft* 

Cob  Moor. 

Wigrn  Corporrtion, 
St , Georges  Tunnel. 


32,569,000  grin. 
6,382,000"  " 

4.533.000  " 

3.569.000  " 


Totrl 


47,053,0 00 


(ll)  Drainage  and.  Sewerage. 

Chrnger  in  the  sewrge  dirporrl  methods  introduced  in  1942  rnd 
fully  described  in  the  lust  rnnurl  report  hrve  continued  to  be 
eminently  satisfactory.  There  hrr  not  been  ray  comp  la. int  since, 
from  the  County  Rivers  Borrd  whence  formerly  complr into  were 
frequent. 


t 
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(ill)  Rlvgl'P  pncl  Stye  'inp , 

The  improvement?  effected  in  1942  In  the  sewage  disposal 
arranf ements  removed  the  only  source  of  contamination  in  the 
district. 


iixL  Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1942, 


Privy  midden?.  No,  of  midden?  , 166 

No.  of  pall  closets  .,.<>••••»••• * 4 

No,  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middenp)  ..........  nil 

No.  of  movable  ashbins  703 

No,  of  houFeF  on  Water  carriage  system  .........  785 

No.  of  freFh  water  closets  800 

No.  of  waste  water  closet f nil 


Conversion?. 

No,  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  .......  2 

No.  of  privy  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  during  lest.. 

five  years,  1937-1941.  . • 80 

No.  of  pail  closets  to  fresh  wrter  closets  •••.•••  nil 

No.  of  pell  closets  to  fresh  water  closets  during  lest 

five  years,  1937-1941  nil 

No.  of  privy  closets  to  pail  closets nil 

No.  of  privy  closets  to  poll  closets  during  five  years 
1937-194}. nil 

(v)  Public  Cleansing. 

No  change  was  mode  in  the  method  in  1942,  Salvage  continued 
to  be  p factor  of  paramount  importance-. 

hlL  Shops. 

The  Shops  Act,  1934,  relating  to  ventillation  and  temperature 
of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences,  and  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  relating  to  conditions  in  offices,  i.e.  ventillation,  sanitary 
conveniences  etc,  are  administered  by  the  County  Council.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  visits  all  premises  included  within  the  meanings 
of  the  Acts  and  reports  to  the  County  Council. 


(vil). . Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. ( vide . Sa nita ry  Insp ector ' s 

report) . 

(vill)  Smoke  Abatement.  In  abeyance, 

h 

_(lx)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  None,  public  or  private,  in  this 
district. 


lx).  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  On  two  occasions,  houses  were  found 
Infested  with  bed  bugs.  The  tenants  were  co-operative  in  the 
measures  adopted.  The  premises  were  sprayed  with  Zaldecyde,  and 
the  bedding  boiled.  Infestation  is  usually  restricted  to  the  old  and 
poorer  type  of  house,  though  the  possibility  of  transfer  with  house- 
hold goods  has  constantly  to  be  borne  in  mind,  especially  with 
reference  to  Council  houses. 

(XI)  Schools.  The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  two  schools  in  the 
district  remains  satisfactory.  The  water  supply  too  is  adequate. 
Infectious  disease  was  not  unduly  prevalent* 


SECTION  D 

Housing,  Housing  developments  locally  were  at  a standstill.  There 
was  no  change  to  be  observed  in  the  general  housing  conditions  ns 
between  1942  and  1941.  The  houses  remain  the  same  and  repairs  were 
not  easily  affected.  Nevertheless,  gross  defects  were  not  left 
unattended  to  and  the  general  standard  did  not  deteriorate. 
Overcrowding  was  a varying  factor,  unassessable  in  the  main.  A 
temporary  deduction  was  the  rule  as  a result  of  the  call-up  to 
Military  Service.  This,  however,  could  not  be  regarded  as  any 


» l 
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criterion  of  present  or  future  needs,  Subsequent  to  the  way  it  is 
likely  that  overcrowding  will  quickly  become  acute  on  the  return, 
of  service  personnel,  especially  by  family  units,  which  hove  been 
Established  by  marriage  during  the  wor  ond  ore  still  unprovided  for 


SECTION  E 

rwii  \'mxarnmmmmm I 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 
l(o ) Milk  SuppiyT 

There  were  35  Cowkeepers  (including  dairy  forms)  ond  11 
Milk  purveyors  (other  thon  cowkeepers)  on  the  Register , ond  208 
inspections  were  inode  during  the  year,  The  premises  generally 
were  satisfactory,  Seven  somples  of  milk  were  token  for 
bacteriological  examination,  All  were  found  to  be  within  the 
requisite  standard  of  cleanliness  ond  tubercle  free.  The  estimated 
number  of  cows  wos  324,  Two  llcenoes  were  issued  under  the  Milk, 
(Speciol  Designotions ) Order, in  respect  of  the  retoil  distribution 
of  pasteurised  milk.  There  ore  no  production  or  bottling  plonts 
within  the  oyer, 

(b)  Meot  ond  other  foods. 

There  ore  no  slaughter  houses  within  the  district*  All  shops^ 
stalls  and  vehicles  where  food  ip  prepared,  were  inspected,  but  no 
cause  for  complaint  was  found,  and  no  infectious  disease  was 
reported  in  connection  with  persons  dealing  with  such  food*  The 
inspection  of  locally  slaughtered  animals  is  the  duty  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  includes  in  his  report  an  account  of  such 
inspections. 


SECTION  F 

Prevalence  of.  and  control  over  infectious  and  other  diseases. 

Measles  was  once  again  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease, 

occurring  almost  exclusively  in  Billinge  Higher  End,  in  epidemic 
form  in  February,  and  early  March,  followed  by  a smaller  outbreak 
in  Billinge  Chapel  end  in  October. 

Scarlet  Fever  in  a smouldering  epidemic  form  prevailed  in  a 
small  locality  of  Billinge  Higher  End,  through!  May,  June  and  July, 
Ten  cases  were  so  associated. 

All  the  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  came  from  Billinge 
Hospital. 

The  other  infectious  diseases  were  of  sporadic  incidence. 
Immunisation  against  diptherla  was  encouraged  to  the  full.  As 
parental  consent  was  obtained  children  were  referred  from  the 
schools.  Others  were  treated  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  by  the 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  for  whose  effective  c.  -operation 
I wish  to  express  ray  grateful  appreciation.  But  no  small  measure 
of  success  attended  the  method  of  personal  contact  and  casual 
persuasion  especially  when  combined  with  the  privacy  of  individual 
attention  where  desired.  The  numbers  immunised  were  116  pre-school 
children  and  147  of  school  age,  bringing  the  estimated  percentages 
immune  to  61.3  and  53.5  respectively. 
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NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  t'other  th an  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942. 
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Tuberculosis. 

No  action  wop  necessary  under  the  Public  Heoltb  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trode) , or  under 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Heolth  Act,  1936,  (reloting  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis).  The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area.  is 
efficient,  there  being  no  instance  of  a non-notified  tuberculosis 
death. 


TUBERCULOSIS . 

New  coses  and  Mortality  during  1942. 
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Fpctorioe  end  Jj^jf.^lrebgjpr k. 

There  wjro  " oomple  trite  from  H.M,  Inspector  of  Pretoria 
duri nr  1942,  Tbepe  r dieted  4c  inedequete  srnltrry  p&oviPicnp 
the  Timber  recwlelning  nwkor  el  Birchley  end  Cob  Moor • The  Se 
Inspector  took  up  the  mrttero  v/ltn  thoee  responsible  pnd  the 
were  promptly  r erne  died  <=. 

The  following  is  the  11.  b of  factories  end  workshops  in 
operetton  in  the  district  in  .1942:- 

Fpet~ries« 

Cool  Mining  4 

Stone  auerri  &.ig  2 

Boot  & clog  rep elring.  2 

Brickworks  1 

J oinery.  1 

T imb  er  : c*  o 1 r 1 n 1 ng  1 

Government  ilsdij  Station  1 


I rm. 

Your  Obedient  Servent, 
(Signed)  J.S.  Mother. 


* 


ft 
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SANITARY  'INSPECTOR*  S ANNUAL  REPORT.  1942, 

Mr,  C hr irman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the?  hem:  r c submit  herewith  my  20th  Annuel  report  for 

your  constd erati on , 

Nuisances. 

The  number  of  '\v  ■ sances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts 
investigated  during  t year  totalled  104,  made  up  as  follows: - 
Structural  defects.  *73;  drainage,  21;  and  Sanitary  accommodation, 
10, 

Despite  the  scarcity  of  labour  prevailing  at  present,  all 
these  nuisances  were  remedied  by  informal  action,  no  formal 
notices  having  been  issued  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  premises  visited  during  the  year  is  136  of 
which  32  were  under  the  Housing  Acts, 

Slum  Clearance. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year. 

Meat  Regulations, 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  under  these  acts  totalled 
129,  all  pigs. 

Milk  and  Dairies  -Order. 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen  registered  in  your 
district  is  46,  viz:-  Producers  and  retailers,  19,  Wholesale 
producers,  6.  Producers  own  use,  10,  Retailers,  11. 

208  visits  were  paid  to  these  premises  during  the  year,  and 
were  found  to  be  fairly  satisfactory. 

Samples  Milk  <r  Water . 

9 samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
examination  for  T.B,  These  included  samples  taken  at  the  request 
of  the  County  Council  at  the  time  of  delivery  to  schools. 

In  all  cases  the  report  was  negative. 

Licences. 

The  number  of  licences  in  force  in  your  district  shows  no 
change,  being  as  follows;- 

To  store  petrol,  14.  Carbide  of  Calcium,  1,  To  retail  Pasteurised 
milk,  2 and  to  slaughter  animals,  2, 

Food. 

Shops  and  premises  whore  food  is  prepared  or  offered  for  sale 
have  been  frequently  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

All  the  bakehouses  in  your  district  have  been  closed  down  for  the 
period  of  the  war  owing  to  employees  being  called  up  for  the 
forces. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Owing  to  directions  received,  no  action  was  taken  under  this 
act  during  the  year. 

Disinfection. 

Disinfection  of  premises  after  Infectious  disease  has  been 
carried  out  on  6 occasions  during  the  year. 

The  agent  used  is  Forma ldeghyde  Vapour. 

There  are  no  underground  or  cellar  dwellings,  underground 
bakehouses.  Common  Lodging  houses.  Slaughter  houses  or  offensive 
trades  situate  in  your  district. 

Salvage. 

Salvage  is  now  playing  an  important  part  in  the  work  of  your 
sanitary  service.  This  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  help  of 
your  workmen  borrowed  from  the  road  staff. 


(9) 


The  mrterirl  collected  Ip  conveyed  to  Wigen  end  pold  to  the 
Wigrn  Corporrtion,  Tbie  method  of  dirpopel  ip  on  recount  of  there 
being  no  brier  or  other  rpplirnce  in  your  dir-trict. 

The  totrl  mount  of  reive ge  collected  totrlled  108  tone* 


I hrve  the  honour  to  be 
Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  eervrnt , 
(Signed)  Jrmee  J.  Perkine* 
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